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ADAM I & ADAM II

בראשית פרק א

ֹּאמֶר(כו) מֵנוּאָדָםנַעֲשֶהאֱלֹהִיםוַי צַלְּ מוּתֵנוּבְּ דְּ דּוּכִּ רְּ יִּ וְּ
גַת דְּ עוֹףהַיָםבִּ םוּבְּ הֵמָההַשָמַיִּ כָלוּבַבְּ כָלהָאָרֶץוּבְּ וּבְּ
רָא(כז):הָאָרֶץעַלהָרֹּמֵשהָרֶמֶש בְּ יםוַיִּ אֶתאֱלֹהִּ
מוֹהָאָדָם צַלְּ צֶלֶםבְּ קֵבָהזָכָראֹּתוֹבָרָאאֱלֹהִיםבְּ וּנְּ
בָרֶךְ(כח):אֹּתָםבָרָא יםאֹּתָםוַיְּ ֹּאמֶראֱלֹהִּ לָהֶםוַי

ים רוּאֱלֹהִּ בוּפְּ אוּוּרְּ לְּ הָ הָאָרֶץאֶתוּמִּ שֻׁ כִבְּ דוּוְּ גַתוּרְּ דְּ בִּ
עוֹףהַיָם םוּבְּ כָלהַשָמַיִּ (כט):הָאָרֶץעַלהָרֹּמֶשֶתחַיָהוּבְּ

ֹּאמֶר יםוַי נֵהאֱלֹהִּ יהִּ רֵעַַעֵשֶבכָלאֶתלָכֶםנָתַתִּ זֶרַעזֹּ
נֵיעַלאֲשֶר אֶתהָאָרֶץכָלפְּ יבוֹאֲשֶרהָעֵץכָלוְּ רִּ עֵץפְּ
רֵעַַ יֶהלָכֶםזָרַעזֹּ הְּ לָהיִּ אָכְּ כָל(ל):לְּ כָלהָאָרֶץחַיַתוּלְּ וּלְּ
םעוֹף כֹּלהַשָמַיִּ חַיָהנֶפֶשבוֹאֲשֶרהָאָרֶץעַלרוֹמֵשוּלְּ
לָהעֵשֶביֶרֶקכָלאֶת אָכְּ ילְּ הִּ א(לא):כֵןוַיְּ יםוַיַרְּ אֱלֹהִּ
נֵהעָשָהאֲשֶרכָלאֶת הִּ אֹּדטוֹבוְּ ימְּ הִּ יעֶרֶבוַיְּ הִּ בֹּקֶרוַיְּ
ייוֹם שִּ פ:הַשִּ
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בראשית פרק ב

יצֶר(ז) קוָקוַיִּ הָאֲדָמָהמִןעָפָרהָאָדָםאֶתאֱלֹהִיםיְּ
אַפָיווַיִפַח מַתבְּ יחַיִיםנִשְּ הִּ נֶפֶשהָאָדָםוַיְּ (ח):חַיָהלְּ
טַע קוָֹקוַיִּ יםיְּ עֵדֶןגַןאֱלֹהִּ קֶדֶםבְּ אֶתשָםוַיָשֶםמִּ

קַח(טו)...(ט):יָצָראֲשֶרהָאָדָם קוָֹקוַיִּ יםיְּ אֶתאֱלֹהִּ
חֵהוּהָאָדָם גַןוַיַנִּ דָהּעֵדֶןבְּ עָבְּ רָהּלְּ שָמְּ צַו(טז):וּלְּ וַיְּ
קוָֹק יםיְּ אָכֹּלהַגָןעֵץמִכֹּללֵאמֹּרהָאָדָםעַלאֱלֹהִּ

ֹּאכֵל ֹּאוָרָעטובהַדַעַתוּמֵעֵץ(יז):ת ֹּאכַלל מֶנוּת ימִּ כִּ
יוֹם ךָבְּ מֶנוּאֲכָלְּ ֹּאמֶר(יח):תָמוּתמוֹתמִּ קוָֹקוַי יְּ

ים ֹּאאֱלֹהִּ בַדּוֹהָאָדָםהֱיוֹתטוֹבל עֵזֶרלּוֹאֶעֱשֶהלְּ
דּוֹ נֶגְּ קוָֹקוַיַפֵל(כא)...:כְּ יםיְּ דֵּמָהאֱלֹהִּ הָאָדָםעַלתַרְּ
ישָן קַחוַיִּ עֹּתָיואַחַתוַיִּ צַלְּ גֹּרמִּ סְּ תֶנָהבָשָרוַיִּ (כב):תַחְּ
בֶן קוָֹקוַיִּ יםיְּ ןלָקַחאֲשֶרהַצֵלָעאֶתאֱלֹהִּ הָאָדָםמִּ

שָה אִּ אֶהַָלְּ בִּ ...:הָאָדָםאֶלוַיְּ



ADAM I & ADAM II
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It is popularly thought that their gestures indicate central aspects of their philosophies, for Plato, his 
Theory of Forms, and for Aristotle, an emphasis on concrete particulars. Many interpret the painting to 
show a divergence of the two philosophical schools. Plato argues a sense of timelessness whilst Aristotle 
looks into the physicality of life and the present realm.



ADAM I & ADAM II
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ADAM I

Man is … a dignified being and to be 
human means to live with dignity. … Man 
acquires dignity through glory, through his 
majestic posture vis-a-vis his environment.   
… Human existence is a dignified one 
because it is a glorious, majestic, powerful 
existence. … Man of old - who could not 
fight disease and succumbed in 
multitudes to yellow fever or any other 
plague with degrading helplessness - 
could not lay claim to dignity. Only the 
man who builds hospitals, discovers 
therapeutic techniques and saves lives is 
blessed with dignity. … Adam the first is 
aggressive, bold, and victory-minded.  His 
motto is success, triumph over the cosmic 
forces. 

ADAM II

Adam the second is, like Adam the 
first, also intrigued by the cosmos…  
However, while the cosmos 
provokes Adam the first to quest for 
power and control, thus making 
him ask the functional “how [does it 
work]?” question, Adam the second 
responds to the call of the cosmos 
by engaging in a different kind of 
cognitive gesture. He does not ask a 
single functional question. Instead, 
his inquiry is of a metaphysical 
nature … He wants to know: "Why is 
it?" "What is the purpose of all this? 



ADAM I + ADAM II => ADAM
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The Biblical dialectic stems from the fact that Adam the first, majestic man of dominion and success 
( והצלחהשליטה ), and Adam the second, the lonely man of faith [and] obedience ( וציותאמונה ) … are not 
two different people locked in an external confrontation … but one person who is involved in self-
confrontation ( עצמיבעימותמעורב ) … Yet, no matter how far-reaching the cleavage, each of us must willy-
nilly identify himself with the whole of an all-inclusive human personality, charged with responsibility as 
both a majestic and covenantal being. God created two Adams and sanctioned both [ שניהםאישר ]. 
Rejection [דחיה] of either aspect of humanity would be tantamount to an act of disapproval of the divine 
scheme of creation … (Lonely Man of Faith, p.60)
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and



ADAM I + ADAM II => ADAM
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